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Montgomery was also an officer of the Thomason school,
and had a thoroughly practical acquaintance with every part
of his profession. Benevolence and good-humour beamed
in his countenance; while cheerfulness brightened all his
ways. He was an excellent man of business, ever ready and
dexterous, without disturbing himself or others. ' This un-
hesitating promptitude gave him a remarkable power for
despatching affairs in the mass. His moral courage was soon
evinced on many occasions of anxiety* Experience after-
wards shewed, in May 1857, that he would rise to the level
of emergencies with alacrity, yet with calmness, and con-
front the most critical danger with a smiling face. In respect
to religion he was unostentatiously devout, setting a good
example to the community* He enjoyed a wide popularity
among all classes; and by those who had close relations
with him he was beloved. During his boyhood he had been
brought up at the same school with Henry and John Lawrence.
It was a strange chance that brought him now in contact with
them during these important stages in their careers; and he
was peculiarly suited to mediate in questions between them,
John Lawrence always spoke of him as his brother in old
association and comrade in administration.

Such was the character of the men who were at the head of
the administration in the Panjab during several years after the
annexation. That administration had great credit on the spot
and much fame throughout India; it received warm commenda-
tions from the Governor-General and the authorities in England ;
also it is regarded, on an historical retrospect, as a brilliant
episode in British Indian annals. The particulars of it, how-
ever, become gradually lost to memory from lapse of time; and
enquirers may now ask what where the causes which led to its
celebrity.

The primary cause was the rapidity and facility with which
British rule was established in a province which had made by
far the most formidable resistance ever offered to our arms in
India. Thus a territory which had been expected to be a scene
of chronic trouble and revolt was converted into an abode of